DIY Office Built-ins

Build a wall of office built-ins with a desk in the middle, using kitchen base cabinets, plywood
countertops and custom bookshelves. Our wall is 11" long with a 5' desk, but you can size this to fit
any wall.

Before (left) and after (right)

Miter saw or circular saw

Table saw (to rip the trim)

Cordless multi-tool

Brad nailer
Cordless drill and drill bits
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[J Kreg Jig

(J Tape measure
[J Level

(J Speed square
(] Stud finder

(] Utility knife

(] Hammer or pry bar
() Screwdriver

(] Clamps

(J Hand sander

(J Putty knife

(J Caulk gun

(] Paint brush
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Paint roller with an extension pole
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https://rstyle.me/+xJtgeJhlX9qgpLuzKDxgkQ
https://bit.ly/4AagFFD
https://bit.ly/3m75FDH
https://bit.ly/4A94V6j
https://bit.ly/4BxB7BI
https://bit.ly/3WGffEf
https://rstyle.me/+fQzljlyg2fHab0UnJRXo1g
https://rstyle.me/+wPmQw8RUm-NNN2FYgZbZSQ
https://rstyle.me/+MwYgmJf9mfCbeFgNhng4PQ
https://rstyle.me/+hJ9HINSSCeXURd9Z5B8TBA
https://bit.ly/4zvw4AA
https://rstyle.me/+nemb3vpzu8MrnSiiOQwlGw
https://rstyle.me/+BuzWXymzyJAn-ZF6UKdTmw
https://rstyle.me/+Mm8pYOZUnGDPk1eYm4DxgA
https://bit.ly/4A8KOoS
https://bit.ly/4egg9NT
https://bit.ly/4zqSEKz
https://rstyle.me/+GRaWfLT4Q0BJTpWcVVHq8Q
https://rstyle.me/+GBHDRxHT0A9jWcC0zj7TMA
https://rstyle.me/+sQ3EcPOHOVLyfroLESPMwg

Microfiber roller covers
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(J Paint tray

(J Drop cloth
(J Dust masks
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Safety glasses
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Kitchen base cabinets, 36"W x 24"D x 34.5"H (2)
Toe kicks (2)

Corbels (2)

Wood shims

Wood glue

2" screws with washers

11/2" screws

Pocket-hole screws, 11/4"

Brad nails: 3/4", 1" and 11/2"

Wood filler

Sanding discs, rough and fine grit

Paintable caulk

Painters tape

Paint: Pinecone Hill, Benjamin Moore, lightened with Ultra Pure White (1 tablespoon of white per
cup)
Cabinet hardware
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Lumber list

Material Used for

3/4" poplar plywood Countertops, desk and bookshelves (4 sheets for the bookshelves)
11/2" x 3/4" poplar boards  Countertop, desk and bookshelf trim

Shoe trim Bottom of the cabinets

2 1/2" decorative molding Top of the bookshelves

Scrap wood Corner shims and desk support strips

Bookshelf cut list

Each bookshelf is 37" x 12" without trim and sits on one base cabinet.
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https://rstyle.me/+c1kLT_qnAMSmwicP8cJ3pQ
https://rstyle.me/+luENzcgeB0TJ6imvw3k79A
https://bit.ly/4A88KIM
https://rstyle.me/+587Ed9K8N_5efrAzQLST8Q
https://bit.ly/2WGRZ7s
https://rstyle.me/+YR8doJa7xob_QtBCfL2GQg
https://rstyle.me/+KZOB66C6XLBHT65M97sH1g
https://rstyle.me/+4L2wf15-9ouuRd_1I5u9xQ
https://rstyle.me/+uZNesAe69ePm-trqQlVWRg
https://rstyle.me/+EaWITVv68PbPjFaGl0YHrA
https://rstyle.me/+6icKvQ-knmVZHfOiyzofAA

Qty Part

2 Backs
4 Sides

2 Tops

6 Shelves

Size

351/2" x 61"
12" x 61"
351/2" x111/4"

351/2" x 11 1/4"

This plan contains dffiliate links. If you buy through one, | earn a small commission at no extra cost

to you.

Office plan
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Step 1: Prep the floor

| pulled up the carpet and painted the concrete floor before building. See the How to Paint Concrete
Floors tutorial for the steps.

Step 2: Paint the back wall

Paint the back wall before you install anything so you don't have to cut in around the cabinets and
bookshelves later. Remove the outlet covers, tape over the outlets and tape the edges of the wall.
On textured walls, paint can still get behind the tape.

| used Pinecone Hill and lightened it with 1 tablespoon of Ultra Pure White for every cup of paint.
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https://homewithstefani.com/paint-concrete-floors/
https://homewithstefani.com/paint-concrete-floors/

Step 3: Cut out the trim where the cabinets go

Measure the width and depth of each cabinet and mark it on the baseboard, starting the
measurement at the wall, not the trim. Add at least 1/8" so the cabinet slides in. Cut the trim with a
multi-tool, score the caulk with a utility knife and pry the trim off.
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Step 4: Install the base cabinets

If an outlet will sit behind a cabinet, measure it and cut the opening in the cabinet back with the
multi-tool before you install it. Don't try to cut it after the cabinet is in.

Set each cabinet in place and level it with wood shims. Fill any gaps along the back and side walls
with shims and trim the excess with a utility knife. Find the studs and screw the cabinet to the wall
with 2" screws and washers.

Step 5: Install the toe kicks

Cut the toe kicks to the width of each cabinet front. Glue the back and attach them with a few 3/4"
brad nails.
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Step 6: Install the countertops

Cut 3/4" poplar plywood to 36" x 24" for each cabinet. You'll add trim to the edges in Step 8.

Cut triangle shims from scrap wood and nail one into each top corner of the cabinet with 1" brad
nails. They give you something to screw the countertop into. Put wood glue along the top of the
cabinet, set the countertop in place and weigh it down or clamp it while the glue sets. Pre-drill up
through each corner shim and screw the countertop down with 11/2" screws.

Step 7: Install the desk and corbels

Cut 3/4" poplar plywood to 5' x 23 1/2" for the desk. Nail wood support strips to the inside of each
cabinet with 1" brad nails, and screw a support strip into the studs on the back wall. My desk height
is 30".

Put glue on the strips, set the desk in place right behind the lip of the cabinets and secure it with
brad nails along the edges. Nail the corbels to the cabinets and desk with the brad nailer. They're
decorative.
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Step 8: Trim the countertops and desk

Rip 11/2" x 3/4" poplar boards down to 1" x 3/4" so the trim isn't too thick. Cut the countertop trim
corners at 45 degrees and cut a straight piece for the desk. Attach everything with wood glue and 1
1/2" brad nails.

Step 9: Install the shoe trim

Install shoe trim along the bottom of each cabinet, cutting the corners at 45 degrees. Secure it with
wood glue and 1" brad nails.

ey
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Step 10: Build and install the bookshelves

Use the cut list above. Lay out the pieces and mark the pocket holes. Each shelf and top piece gets
2 pocket holes on each side and 2 along the back. Put 4 to 5 pocket holes along each side of the
back piece.

On the back piece, mark a 3/4" gap for each shelf with a pencil and speed square. Make sure
they're evenly spaced.

Assemble the sides to the back with 11/4" pocket screws and wood glue. A second person helps
hold the back up. Then add the shelves the same way, measuring at the top and bottom of each
shelf so it's straight and level.

Find the studs, set each bookshelf on its cabinet, pre-drill and screw it to the wall with 2" screws.
Countersink the screws so you can fill the holes later.

DAL
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Step 11: Trim the bookshelves

Measure and cut the vertical trim from the bottom of the cabinet to the ceiling. Attach it with wood
glue and 11/2" brad nails. Then trim each shelf front, centering the trim on the shelf so there's a
small lip to push books against. Finish with decorative molding along the entire top, cutting the
corners at 45 degrees, and nail it in place.
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Step 12: Fill nail holes and gaps

Fill all the nail holes and gaps with wood filler.

Step 13: Sand

Wear a mask and safety glasses and cover the vents. Sand every surface, starting with a rough grit
and moving to a fine grit until it's smooth.

Step 14: Caulk the seams

Vacuum and clean the built-ins first. Run a small bead of paintable caulk along every seam, then
smooth it with a wet finger or wet rag.
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Step 15: Prep for paint

Tape off all the edges and lay down drop cloths. Clean up all the dust one last time. Take the cabinet
doors and drawers off with a screwdriver and prep them for paint too.
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Step 16: Paint

Paint the entire built-in wall, including the trim, in the same color as the back wall.

Step 17: Reinstall the doors and add hardware

Put the doors and drawers back on and install the cabinet hardware.

Step 18: Style the shelves

Let the paint cure for about a week before you put anything on the shelves.
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More from this project

e Watch Part 1 on YouTube
e Watch Part 2 on YouTube

e Watch the built-in reveal on YouTube

e How to Paint Concrete Floors
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ssR6ls4NY28
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VH1EHy738Ro
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k6lZaSv9_Ik
https://homewithstefani.com/paint-concrete-floors/

